
The Freedman made a Citizeii. 8i

day take the matter in hand as we ought, and teach

these new citizens and voters all that we can teach

them of their duties, and prepare them for their

performance as well as we can prepare them, our

children will " rise up and call us blessed." But is

it irreverent to ask. Whether we may rely upon

divine Providence to continue to bless us if we are

unfaithful to the plain duties that are pressing

upon us ? Providence blesses the use of right

means to good ends.

The fact that the emancipated negro was a voter,

and that practically his vote was not his own, made

the struggle hard for the new citizen from 1865 to

1880. It will never be, in some respects, at least,

so hard for him again, unless there is unexampled

stupidity somewhere. For now his vote is sought

in the South. It has been divided once, in some

States, at least. Henceforth it will be divided

many times ; it is almost certain that it will never

be " solid " again. It may be, in some localities,

better for the new citizen's personal safety
;
per-

haps it will be worse for his morals. Wise men
will see danger here ; would that they knew how to

meet it

!

Free man and citizen our colored brother is, and

so he will remain. He will never be re-enslaved

;

he will never be disfranchised. It may come about

some day that the South will be exceedingly zeal-

ous in defending his right to vote, and that the


